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• North Attleboro, Attleboro, Norton, and        
Mansfield.  508-821-7000 

• Foxboro, Sharon, Plainville, Wrentham,  
and Norfolk.  781-641-8500 

• Franklin, Bellingham, Medway, Milford,  
Millis, Hopedale, and Medway.  

 

Center Child-at-Risk hotline  
at 1-800-792-5200. 

 
• PARENTAL STRESSLINE 

A 24-hour hotline for support & guidance in 
Massachusetts.   1-800-632-8188 

• CHILDHELP’S NATIONAL CHILD ABUSE  
HOTLINE 
1-800-4-A Child  (1-800-422-4453) 

• NEW HOPE 
A 24-hour domestic violence and sexual assault 
hotline.  1-800-323-4673 

• THE CHILDREN’S ADVOCACY CTR OF BRISTOL 
COUNTY  a program of JRI  508-674-6111 

• NORFOLK ADVOCATES FOR CHILDREN  
1-508-543-0500 
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We want all children to be safe. Unfortunately 
child abuse does exist, taking on many forms. 
 

Emotional: Threatening a child or using words  
that can hurt a child’s feelings and self-esteem, 
withholding love and support from a child.  

Physical: Causing injuries to a child on purpose, 
such as bruises, burns, scars, broken bones, etc.  

Sexual: Having sexual contact in any form with a 
child, including exposing, fondling, intercourse, 
pornography, or internet solicitation.  

Neglect: Not providing children with  
enough food, clothing, shelter, medical  
care, hygiene, supervision, etc.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

• Unkempt or malnourished appearance  

• Unexplained bruises, welts, or burns  

• Disturbed sleeping or eating patterns  

• Abrupt changes in behavior, anxiety, clinging, 
aggressiveness, or withdrawal  

• Sexually transmitted diseases and infections  

• Discomfort with physical contact  

• Fear of a certain person or place  

• Fearfulness or depression  

• Abuse of other children  

 

         

WHAT CAN YOU  
DO ABOUT ABUSE? 

• 

 

• 

 

•  

• 
 

• Learn to recognize and for warning 
signs of abuse. 

• for signs of your child receiving 
special attention that other children or teens 
are not receiving.    

• Periodically  

  

  

  

 
 

• EDUCATE your child about self-protection,         
including information about strangers and  
good and bad touches.  

• LEARN to control the stress level of yourself 
and family members.  

• COMMUNICATE with your child and really listen 
to their concerns.  

• RECOGNIZE the fact that most abuse happens 
by people that children know and trust.  

• BECOME AWARE of your community resources.  

• KNOW where your children are and who their 
friends are.  

• TEACH your children it’s not okay to keep      
secrets from you; that they can always tell          
you the truth.  


